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Excerpt - for original text please contact the Grocery Manufacturers of America.

(November 14, 2002) - Expressing fear of potential risk to the food supply from contamination by pharmaceutical-

producing plants, the Grocery Manufacturers of America (GMA) issued a press release urging biotech firms to use non-

food crops for plant-made pharmaceuticals. Following the recent discovery of apparent violations by ProdiGene Inc.,

GMA praised USDA and FDA for their decisive action to prevent the incident from endangering public health, but

encouraged the biotech industry to recognize the risks involved with the use of food crops to produce pharmaceuticals.

“The Grocery Manufacturers of America said today ProdiGene’s reported violations of two field trial permits represent the

potential for an unacceptable risk to the U.S. food supply.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service identified two violations of ProdiGene,

Inc.’s field test permits — one in Nebraska and another in Iowa. In each case, “volunteer” corn of experimental bio-

pharmaceuticals were found. The volunteer corn in both locations contained traces of unidentified bio-pharmaceuticals

from 2001 field trials. According to USDA, the corn was not properly destroyed in the year following the field trials as

mandated by ProdiGene’s permits. USDA and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration have confirmed that experimental

corn varieties have been isolated from the U.S. food supply.

‘While we are pleased to know that the USDA and FDA have isolated these incidences and are in the process of

destroying the affected soybeans and corn in Nebraska and Iowa, GMA is deeply concerned by ProdiGene’s reported

conduct,’ said GMA Director of New Technologies and Environment Karil Kochenderfer. ‘These incidents reaffirm GMA’s

concerns about the use of food crops for the development of plant-made pharmaceuticals.’”

This information is provided in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, these materials are distributed without profit

to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving the included information for research and educational

purposes.

Related

Previous (http://www.plantpharma.org/2002/09/proteins-from-plants-seen-slashing-drug-development-costs-ten-fold/)

Next (http://www.plantpharma.org/2002/11/government-probes-prodigene-for-crop-mixing-in-iowa-nebraska/)

http://www.plantpharma.org/
http://www.plantpharma.org/about/
http://www.plantpharma.org/news/
http://www.plantpharma.org/resources/
http://www.plantpharma.org/plant-made-pharmaceuticals/
http://www.plantpharma.org/contact/
http://www.plantpharma.org/feed
http://www.plantpharma.org/
http://www.plantpharma.org/category/news/
http://www.plantpharma.org/2002/11/gma-urges-the-use-of-non-food-crops-for-biotech-drugs-prodigenes-errors-raise-concerns-gma-says/
http://www.plantpharma.org/2002/09/proteins-from-plants-seen-slashing-drug-development-costs-ten-fold/
http://www.plantpharma.org/2002/11/government-probes-prodigene-for-crop-mixing-in-iowa-nebraska/


11/29/11 3:06 PMGMA Urges the Use of Non-Food Crops for Biotech Drugs; ProdiGene’s Errors Raise Concerns, GMA Says :: PlantPharma

Page 2 of 2http://www.plantpharma.org/2002/11/gma-urges-the-use-of-non-food-crops-for-biotech-drugs-prodigenes-errors-raise-concerns-gma-says/

News Archives

Select Month

About (http://www.plantpharma.org/about/)

News (http://www.plantpharma.org/news/)

Resources (http://www.plantpharma.org/resources/)

Plant-Made Pharmaceuticals (http://www.plantpharma.org/plant-made-pharmaceuticals/)

Contact (http://www.plantpharma.org/contact/)

http://www.plantpharma.org/about/
http://www.plantpharma.org/news/
http://www.plantpharma.org/resources/
http://www.plantpharma.org/plant-made-pharmaceuticals/
http://www.plantpharma.org/contact/

